
When Moshe Rabbeinu asked the Jewish people for donations 

towards the Mishkan, he made two different requests for 

who should come forward: the “n’div leebo” (the person 

whose heart motivates him) [Shemos 35:5] who should 

donate the necessary materials; and the “chacham lev” (wise-

hearted person) [Shemos 35:10] who would volunteer his 

craftsmanship.  However, when recounting who actually came 

to donate and construct the Mishkan the Torah says 

both, the “nadva rucho” (whose soul motivated 

him) and the “nasa’o lebo” (a person whose heart 

inspired him) came [Shemos 35:21].  The “nadav 

lebo” were the people who donated money, as 

Moshe had asked.   However, we do not nd that 

any “chacham lev” came; rather the “nasa’o leebo” 

came in its place.  How can this be understood?  

Ramban explains that the Jewish people had no 

training in how to construct the Mishkan.  They 

had been slaves for many years and never worked 

with any ne gold or silver nor any carpentry or weaving.  

Essentially, there were no “wise-hearted” i.e. professionally-

trained people to come.  What the Torah is teaching us, is there 

was a different type of “wise-hearted” person who came. The 

inspired man, that perceived in his own nature that he could 

perform these skilled crafts, came forward.  Even though they 

were not sure exactly what this job would entail, their hearts 

inspired them to volunteer to perform any job that was asked 

of them.  Rabbi Yissochar Frand, shlit”a, expounds on this 

further, explaining that most of these people did not know 

the difference between a hammer and a screwdriver, yet the 

Ramban says that somehow these people found within their 

nature to do what they were called upon to do.  That is all it 

took to accomplish what needed to be accomplished. More 

than skill, a person needs ambition. This Ramban is teaching 

us that the greatest key to success is not necessarily the 

training; it is the ambition and initiative to do something.

This idea is conveyed by the Mirrer Mashgiach, Harav Yerucham 

Levovitz, zt”l, who notes there is a common denominator 

found in most people who became wealthy: the desire and 

motivation to succeed even in situations where others have 

failed.  A person who is afraid to take risks for potential leaps 

will inevitably remain in the position he is 

currently in.

Reb Yerucham continues, we nd this concept 

in the Medrash [Devarim Rabbah 5:2] that 

Shlomo Ha’melech advised a lazy person to 

observe the ants, to become wise [Mishlei 

6:6].  Which lesson should he eternalize?  The 

average lifespan of an ant is approximately 

six months, in which during that time the 

average ant consumes a kernel and a half of 

wheat.  Yet, the ant works nonstop, amassing 

as much food as he possibly can, much more than it will eat 

over the course of its short lifetime.  Why do they work so 

hard?  “Perhaps Hashem will grant me a longer than average 

life and I will have food to eat.”  The Medrash continues, so 

too, a lazy person should work in this world and dedicate his 

life to living a life full of Torah and mitzvos, so he will have 

what ‘to eat’ in the Next World.  Shlomo Ha’melech, the wisest 

of all men, is teaching us to learn from the ant, and don’t be 

complacent and limit yourself.  A person should always strive 

to maximize his or her potential for perhaps the opportunity 

will present itself.

We see the Torah refers to someone with these lofty ambitions 

as a “wise man.”  It is common to think that a person with 

“crazy” ideas is not making an honest assessment of their 

own talents.  Yet, as was pointed out, if one observes who is 

There are four rabbinic mitzvos we are 
required to perform on Purim: Krias 
HaMegillah (reading the Megillah), 
Matanos L’evyonim (gifts to the poor), 
Mishloach Manos (sending food to one 
another), and Seudas Purim (meal).

Both men and women are obligated 
in all these mitzvos (Shulchan Aruch 
689:1, Mishneh Berurah 694:1, Aruch 
Hashulchan 695:18).  The reason why 
women are obligated even though 
these are all mitzvos asei she’hazman 
grama (positive commandments that 
have a set time [that generally women 
are exempt from]), is because they too 
were saved from death at the time 
of Purim (Mishneh Berurah 689:1). 
Children who have reached the age 
of chinuch (to be educated) are also 
obligated (Shulchan Aruch 669:1 & 
Mishneh Berurah 669:3).

Each person is required to read [or hear] 
the Megillah both at night and day 
(Shulchan Aruch 687:1).  The reason is 
to remember the neis (miracle) that the 
Jewish people called out to Hashem at 
day and night (Mishneh Berurah 687:2).

In order to ful ll one’s obligation of 
hearing the nighttime Megillah, one 
needs to hear the Megillah after tzais 
hakochavim (nightfall), for only at tzais 
is it de nitely considered halachically 
night.  If one heard the Megillah earlier, 
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even it was after shkeiyas hachama (sunset) it is unclear 
whether one has ful lled his obligation.  However, 
b’shas hadchak (pressing situation) one may rely on 
the opinion that after shkiyah is acceptable (Mishneh 
Berurah 692:14).  If one started reading the Megillah 
before tzais hakochavim, even if he ended up hearing 
most of the Megillah after tzais hakochavim, he might be 
obligated to repeat the Megillah again (Mishneh Berurah 
692:14, Be’ur Halachah 692:4 s.v. me’plag).  However, if he 
needs to rely on the leniency of starting before tzais, is 
unclear whether to recite the brachah before the reading 
because of safek brachos l’hakel (when in doubt do not 
recite the brachah) (see Sefer Shloshim Yom Kodem 
Hachag pg. 301 ftnt. 69 quoting Shu”T Mikdash Yisroel 
63).  The Megillah may be read any time during the night 
until amud hashachar (dawn) (Mishneh Berurah 687:3).

The proper time to read the Megillah during the day is 
from neitz hachamah (sunrise) (Shulchan Aruch 687:1).  If 
one read the Megillah before neitz hachamah, even if it 
was after alos hashachar (dawn), he nevertheless ful lled 
his obligation (Shulchan Aruch 687:1).  If one is oines (has 
no choice), he may ideally read it from alos hashachar 
(Mishneh Berurah 687:6).  The Megillah may be read until 
shkeiyas hachamah (Mishneh Berurah 687:5).

Before reading the Megillah, it is prohibited to eat or 
sleep, because one may accidentally forget to hear the 
Megillah (Rama 692:4 & Mishneh Berurah 692:15).  This 
applies to both the Megillah at night and at day and to 
both men and women.  One may drink [e.g. coffee] before 
(Koveitz Halachos [Piskei Harav Shmuel Kamenetsky, 
shlit”a] 8:2 based on Aruch Hashulchan 652:5).  If one 
appoints someone else to remind him to stop eating 
or to wake up, he is permitted to eat or sleep (Koveitz 
Halachos 8:3&6).  An alarm clock seemingly would not 
suffice (Koveitz Halachos 8:3).
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Mrs. Debbie Zauderer and family upon the 
marriage of her granddaughter, Ruti, daughter 

of Jay and Edna Zauderer!
Dr. and Mrs. George Revesz on the birth of 

a great grandson, born to Tzvi and Channah 
Friedman!

Mr. and Mrs. Jon Erlbaum on the Bar 
Mitzvahs of their twins, Dov Shalom and 

Yonah Gedalia!

Rabbi and Mrs. Aaron Gold on the passing 
of his brother, Mr. Gerald Gold, a”h.

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Erlbaum on the passing 
of Vicki’s father, Mr. Morris Ockman, a”h.

Rabbi Moshe Gar nkel on the passing of 
his wife, Mrs. Bernice Gar nkel, a”h.
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8:43 /9:19 Latest Krias Shema
 Ramban Shiur by Rabbi Eskenazi
4:15 pm            Women’s Rosh Chodesh Shiur  

with Rabbi Biberfeld, Rosh Kollel
5:17 Mincha
5:57 Shkiya/Sunset
5:52: Ma’ariv 
7:09 72 minutes
8:30 Rabbi Reisman’s Shiur
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generally successful, it is the person who is not afraid of trying and potentially failing.  

We hear many stories how the successful person is the one who along the way was 

discouraged by others, yet he remained steadfast to his goals and did not lose his 

determination to keep on trying nevertheless.  A perfect example of someone in our 

generation who overcame obstacles and reached true greatness was the beloved late 

Mirrer Rosh Hayeshiva, Harav Nosson Tzvi Finkel, zt”l.   He was a person who did not 

have the advanced yeshiva background as many of his peers, yet through a tremendous 

amount of work, he pushed and persevered, eventually becoming the great Rosh 

Hayeshiva of the biggest yeshiva in the world.  What is even more amazing is many 

of his accomplishments occurred while he battled a severe 

physical illness.

Harav Shlomo Wolbe, zt”l, writes, a person must know a most fascinating reality; 

whatever a person truly desires, he will accomplish during his lifetime.  So too, whatever 

a person did accomplish during his lifetime is a glimpse of what his true desires were 

(Alei Shur 1: pg. 121).  We all have goals of what we want to accomplish in our personal 

service of Hashem.  It should be motivating just having the realization that these goals 

are attainable, as long as we truly want them.  Let us attempt to be like our predecessors 

and not sell ourselves short, by motivating ourselves to really accomplish!

SAVE THE DATE: KOLLEL’S ANNUAL 
WOMEN’S TEA

Mark the date:
THIS TUESDAY, March 8, 2016 at 7:00 pm

Merion Tribute House
MASMID BANQUET!

THIS SUNDAY!
Help Celebrate Another Year of Thousands 

of Hours of Dynamic Masmid Learning! 
Gold- $500 Silver- $360 Sponsor- $180 

or you can sponsor the frequent Masmid 
and other prizes for $500

Gold Sponsors: Ted and Phyllis Kosloff
We thank all participants and sponsors 

making this year the best year ever!
To Join the growing list of sponsors, 
please contact Rabbi Zeffren: yoelz@

verizon.net or 610-507-3906.

KESHER:  LAST WEEK!
Lower Merion Synagogue  

10:00am- 11:30am
A lavish breakfast will be served 

generously sponsored by:
Ted and Phyllis Kosloff

This special nal session has been 
sponsored by:

GREEN: Israil and Inna Pendrak

Sanford and Margery Bruck

PURPLE: Mendel and Shira Kupfer, 
Ken and Malka Miller

Norman and Chava Cohen


