
“ey shall place upon it [the aron] a tachash-hide 
covering, and spread a cloth entirely of turquoise 
wool over it… upon the table of the show-bread 
they shall spread a cloth of turquoise wool… and 
cover it with a tachash hide” (BAMIDBAR 4:6-9).
 ese were the instructions given to 
Aharon how to prepare the utensils of the 
Mishkan for travel. Generally, the kohanim 
used a woolen covering and a leather covering. 
ere is one discrepancy between the aron and 
the other utensils. e other utensils, 
such as the shulchan and menorah, 
were  rst covered with a turquoise 
cloth and then with the tachash-
leather covering. e aron, however, 
was  rst covered with the tachash-
hide and then with the turquoise 
wool covering. What was the reason 
for this diff erence? 
 e Netziv explains that the 
turquoise represented Divine 
Providence. e color blue reminds 
us of the sky, which in turn reminds 
us of Hashem’s Holy rone. e 
tachash-leather, on the other hand, 
represented the physical world, similar 
to leather used as a protection from the 
elements. Each of the utensils in the 
Mishkan represented a different quality. For 
example, the shulchan symbolized kingship 
and wealth and the menorah represented 
Torah knowledge. Although succeeding in 
these areas ultimately comes from Hashem 
through Divine Providence, success appears 
to result directly from our actions. Good 
decisions and good judgment bring to 
wealth and leadership, and success in Torah 
knowledge results from learning diligently. 
We ascribe success to the aforementioned 
factors because this is what we see in our 
limited view of the world, but in reality, it all 
comes from G-d. e Torah dictated to place 
the turquoise covering directly on the utensils 
and the leather covering on top of that, to 
signify that although it appears that our 
physical actions produce the desired results, it 
really comes from Hashem. e order of the 
coverings was switched for the aron, because 
the aron represented the Torah itself. e 
Torah has some obvious aspects and some 
aspects that are not so obvious. It was clear 
to all that the Torah was G-dly. e Aron 
miraculously carried those that held it, and at 

Har Sinai, it was clear that Hashem gave the 
Torah to Moshe. However, it is not so clear 
that buried within the wisdom and secrets 
of the Torah is the success and sustenance 
of the entire world. To show this, the Torah 
commands to cover the aron on the outside 
with the turquoise covering, showing that the 
Torah clearly came from Hashem. Covering 
the aron on the inside was the tachash-leather, 
which was hidden, representing that even 

the success of the other physical 
aspects of our lives result from 
the Torah.
 Why Now?
 e Jewish calendar is set 
up in such a fashion that we 
always read Parshas Bamidbar 
the Shabbos before Shavuos. 
Why? e Rishonim argue if the 
Mishkan was built solely to atone 
for the sin of the Golden Calf, or 
the Mishkan was built in its own 
right, regardless of the Cheit 
Ha’Eigel. Ramban is of the opinion 
that Hashem always intended for 
the Mishkan to be built to serve 
as a microcosm of Har Sinai. 
At Har Sinai, Hashem revealed 

Himself and we experienced His presence. 
Similarly, the Mishkan was a place for us to 
experience G-d’s manifestation. Based on this 
idea, Ramban, in his introduction to Sefer 
Bamidbar, explains a reason for the formation 
of the Jews’ encampment around the Mishkan. 
At Har Sinai, Hashem set boundaries around 
the mountain, commanding the Jews that 
they cannot encroach past the set borders. 
Similarly, Hashem established different camps 
around the Mishkan, marking where pure and 
impure people may reside. Another similarity 
is that at Har Sinai, Hashem chose the  rst-
borns to bring sacri  ces and perform the 
service; in the desert, He chose Shevet Levi 
to serve Him. All these laws and precautions 
were implemented in order to maintain the 
sanctity of the Mishkan, a replica of Har 
Sinai. Possibly, we read Parshas Bamidbar 
before Shavuos in order to draw parallels 
between Har Sinai and the Mishkan. Just as 
Klal Yisroel witnessed G-d’s revelation on Har 
Sinai, we will witness His revelation at the 
Bayis Shlishi, bimhayra bi’yameinu.

The Zohar relates that on Shavuos night pious 
people would stay up all night and learn Torah.  
The Magen Avraham explains the reason for this 
minhag: since at the time the Torah was given the 
Jewish people were sleeping, and Hashem had to 
wake them up to receive the Torah, we stay up 
learning to correct that sin (Mishneh Berurah 
594:1).

There are numerous halachos relevant for one 
who stays up all night.  Each morning, upon 
waking, a person is required to wash his hands 
and recite the brachah of al netilas yadayim 
(Shulchan Aruch 4:1).  There are two primary 
reasons offered by the Rishonim why Chazal 
instituted this halachah.  According to the Rosh 
[Brachos 9:23] it is to clean one’s unclean hands 
which inadvertently touch parts of the body, 
while sleeping, that are sweaty and unclean.  The 
Rashba [Shu”T 1:191] says that each morning 
[at dawn] we are considered as if we are created 
anew, therefore, just as the Kohanim had to wash 
their hands each morning before they served 
Hashem in the Bais Hamikdash, we to have 
to wash our hands before we serve Hashem.  
It is important to note that only if both the 
abovementioned reasons are met is one required 
to wash their hands and recite the brachah.  In 
cases where only one of the reasons is applicable, 
although we wash our hands, we do not recite 
a brachah (Mishneh Berurah 4:1).  This is quite 
relevant to one who is awake the entire night. 
According to the Rashba, he would be required to 
wash since he is a new creation in the morning, 
regardless if he slept or not.  However, according 
to the Rosh, an awake person has control over his 
hands; we can assume his hands are still clean, 
and therefore would not be required to wash 
(Shulchan Aruch 4:13).  The Mishneh Berurah 
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[4:30] writes that in this situation it is proper to relieve oneself, thus 
rendering his hands unclean [and be required to wash even according 
to the Rosh], and now he can recite a brachah as well.  It is important 
to note, if one did not wash his hands, he may continue learning even 
after dawn, since even the Rashba agrees that the main reason we 
wash is for reciting krias shema (Mishneh Berurah 4:59).

Each morning we recite numerous birchas hashachar, thanking 
Hashem for the various blessings He bestows upon us and the world.  
Most of these brachos were written in a general text, blessing Hashem 
for the various gifts He provides for the general public at large, and 
not necessarily to each individual, and one may recite them even if it 
does not apply to him (Rama 46:8).  There is a dispute, however, with 
regards to two speci c brachos 1) “Elokei Neshama” and 2) “Ha’maver 
shainah.” for one who was awake the entire night, for these blessings 
are worded as a personal thanks [“for returning my neshama and 
waking me up”].  Therefore, it is preferable to hear these brachos from 
someone who slept, and have in mind to ful ll your obligation with his 
recitation (Mishneh Berurah 46:24).

Similarly, each morning a person is required to recite birchas HaTorah 
before he learns Torah.  Here too, there is a dispute amongst the 
Rishonim why a person is required to recite a new blessing each day 
and cannot rely on his recitation of the previous day.  According to 
Rabbeinu Tam, a new brachah must be recited each day just as the 
birchas hashachar.  The Rosh disagrees and holds that when one sleeps 
it is considered an interruption, and he may no longer rely on his 
previous brachah.  A practical difference between these two reasons 
is a person who did not sleep. According to Rabbeinu Tam he would be 
required to recite a brachah, while according to the Rosh, since there 
was no interruption, he can rely on his previous brachah.  Therefore, 
in this situation as well, it is preferable to hear birchas hatorah from 
someone who slept, and after answering Amen to his brachah, he 
should learn a little.  If he cannot nd someone to recite the brachos, 
he can have in mind to ful ll his obligation while reciting Ahavah 
Rabbah, and learn immediately after davening (Mishneh Berurah 
47:28).
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SHAVUOS 5777 AT THE KOLLEL
COME WITH YOUR CHAVRUSA OR LET US SET YOU UP!

THE BAIS MEDRASH WILL BE OPEN THE ENTIRE NIGHT 
FOR CHAVRUSA LEARNING!

BUSINESS ETHICS TRACK
WITH RABBI SHOLOM KELEMER, SHLIT”A

AN INDEPTH ANALYSIS OF “WARDROBING”
DOES A GREAT RETURN POLICY MEAN A NEGATIVE 

SPIRITUAL RETURN?
12:30 AM  2:00 AM: SEDER

MAARE MEKOMOS PROVIDED
2:OO AM  3:00 AM: CHABURA

BY RABBI SHOLOM KELEMER, SHLIT”A

MEDICAL ETHICS TRACK: WITH DR. DAVID WEISS
אלקיך תמים תהיה עם ה‘ 

SEGULOS AND ALTERNATIVE THERAPIES IN THE 
PRACTICE OF MEDICINE: A DEEPER LOOK INTO A 

GREAT DEBATE
12:30 AM  1:30 AM: SEDER

MAARE MEKOMOS PROVIDED
1:30 AM  3:00 AM: CHABURA

ON TOPIC STUDIED

SPECIAL SHIURIM TO KEEP YOU UP 
SHAVUOS NIGHT!

1:00 AM  1:45 AM:
RABBI YISROEL AKERMAN

THE YISSACHAR ZEVULUN PARTNERSHIP:
LLC, COOPERATIVE, OR PARTNERSHIP

GETTING DOWN TO THE DETAILS

2:00 AM  2:45 AM:
RABBI ELIYAHU BREINER

ENJOYING MILK AND MEAT 
AT YOUR SHAVUOS MEAL

HOW IT’S DONE

3:00 AM  4:30 AM:
RABBI YECHIEL BIBERFELD, ROSH KOLLEL

CHEVLEI MOSHIACH
A UNIQUE WAY TO AVOID IT

Friday, May 26: 
8:01    Candle Lighting
8:19 Shkiya/sunset
Shabbos, May 27:  
8:15 Shacharis 
8:41 /9:17 Latest Krias Shema

Kiddush Kiddush this week is sponsored by 
Moshe and Rachael Starkman in honor of 
the bar mitzvah of their son, Yisrael. 
6:30 Mincha
8:20 Shkiya/Sunset
9:15 PM                                    Ma’ariv
9:32  72 Minutes

To  receive
Menucha Vesimcha by weekly email

or to dedicate/sponsor an issue

menuchavesimcha@phillykollel.org

Our Rosh Kollel, Rabbi and Mrs. Yechiel Biberfeld on the birth of 
a grandson, born to Zev and Rivka Teitelbaum. 
The Shalom Zachor will take place at the Biberfeld home, 343 
Bala Avenue, beginning at 9:00 pm. The bris will be Tuesday 
morning after the 7:30 shacharis at the Kollel.

Reb Chaim Aron and Faige Gross 
on the bris of their son, Yisroel.

Moshe and Rachael Starkman 
on the bar mitzvah of their son, Yisrael.

Yitzchak and Karen Kraftmann 
on the birth of  a son. 
A special mazel tov to the proud grandparents 
Drs. Israil and Inna Pendrak.

Alex and Erica Perilstein 
on the birth of son. 
Mazel Tov to proud grandparents Ron and Jayne Perilstein, and Bill 
and Liz Shaid. The Shalom Zachor will take place at 293 Sycamore 
ave at 9:00 pm

FOR ADVANCED LEARNERS:
GAIN A KINYAN IN KINYANIM!

RECAPTURE THE GESHMAK OF  YOUR YESHIVA DAYS   
IMMERSE YOURSELF IN A SUGYA!

5:30 PM 6:15 PM:
CHAVRUSA LEARNING

6:15 PM 6:30PM:
CHABURA FROM THE ROSH KOLLEL, RABBI YECHIEL 
BIBERFELD, AND RABBI DOV GOLDSHMIDT IN 

ROTATION
6:30 PM: MINCHA

COME WITH A CHAVRUSA OR WE CAN SET YOU UP!
FOR BEGINNERS!

5:30 PM 6:30 PM:
STUDY THE PROPHETS TOGETHER WITH

RABBI MOSHE YOSEF SPIEGEL
FOR THE BOYS!

5:30 PM  6:30 PM:
STORIES, SINGING, AND NOSH, LED BY

RABBI YEDIDYA KAGANOFF
ON THE LOWER LEVEL


