
 Korach’s name is spelled with 
three letters: kuf, reish, and cheis. 
In the common Hebrew vernacular, 
these same three letters refer to a 
bald person. Assuming that this is 
not a coincidence, what is the parallel 
between Korach and a bald person?   
 Rabbi Yitzchak Feldheim shares 
an interesting thought. e 
mold for every human being 
is similar, i.e. we all have two 
eyes, two ears, a nose, mouth, 
etc. ese distinct features 
are permanent and we cannot 
adjust them. We cannot form or 
change our physical bodies. We 
may be able to enhance them 
by adding certain accessories, 
such as clothing and jewelry, 
but the actual body stays the 
same. Hair, however, is unique 
that it can be styled and altered to 
our wishes. For example, we could cut 
our hair short or grow it long. We can 
color and style our hair in any way, 
shape, or form. Hair allows us the 
opportunity to express ourselves. Bald 
people do not have this opportunity of 
expression.  
 ese two aspects, our 
nonadjustable bodies and our 
changeable hair, signify two aspects 
of our communities. Our bodies have 
the same mold in order to signify 
that we have to come together and 
form one uni  ed body, yet we each 
have our own unique personality and 
way of expression that we choose for 
ourselves. We should not get lost in the 

general assembly of the community; 
we should rather add our own twist to 
the klal with our distinct personalities. 
Hair, which we can shape to suit our 
personal wants, symbolizes this last 
aspect. 
 Korach wanted to prevent the 
individuals from adding their unique 

contribution to the public. 
He argued, “”For the entire 
assembly, all of them, 
are holy and Hashem is 
among them; why do you 
exalt yourselves over the 
congregation of Hashem?” 
(Bamidbar 16:3). According 
to Korach, there was 
no need for a hierarchy. 
Hashem was among all 
of them equally. No one 
individual added or could 

add more to Klal Yisroel than another. 
Essentially, Korach was stripping 
them of their individual identities. 
 Just as a bald person cannot 
style his hairs to express himself, 
Korach claimed that the Jews have 
no individuality that needs to be 
expressed. For this reason, Korach 
shares the same letters as a bald 
person. 
 Korach is a lesson to us all. We 
must not forget that as individuals, we 
are the rarest species on Earth. ere 
is only one of us. Granted, there are 
over  ve billion people in the human 
race, but each one of us has something 
that the other does not, making each 
person into a unique entity.

As mentioned last week one has an obligation 
to judge the action of a fellow Jew “fairly.”  
Depending on what type of person was 
doing the questionable action will determine 
what is considered “fair” and “accurate.”  The 
different groups are broken up as follows:

A Ya’rei Elokim or a Tzaddik (righteous person) 
[i.e. someone who is known to always act 
correctly in a certain area of halachah and 
interpersonal relationships]: In all cases, 
even if one sees him performing an action 
that can either be judged l’chovah (guilty) 
or l’zechus (innocent); or even if it appears 
negative and almost impossible that it was 
l’zechus, there is a positive commandment to 
assume that it was performed l’zechus.  The 
Gemara [Brachos 19b] teaches, that even if 
one sees a Ya’rei Elokim etc. unquestionably 
violate an aveirah, one has to assume he did 
teshuvah, except in cases where the aveirah 
is related to taking someone else’s money.

Rasha (wicked person) [i.e. someone who 
is known to always act incorrectly in a 
certain area of halacha and interpersonal 
relationships]: In all cases, even if the action 
strongly appears as if he is doing it l’zechus 
one is obligated to view it as if he performed 
it l’chovah.  Harav Mattisyahu Salomon, 
shlit”a, points out that we see this idea in the 
Torah. Both Lavan and Eisav did an action that 
appeared to be good [kissing and hugging 
Yaakov Avinu], yet Chazal viewed it l’raah, 
that it was done for ulterior motives] (Sefer 
Matnas Chelko, Shaarei Teshuva 3:218).
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Beino’nee (average person) [i.e. someone who is committed to 
acting correctly and avoiding transgression in a certain area of 
halacha, but sometimes errs]:  In a case where his action can 
be judged either way, one is obligated to judge him l’zechus.  
However, if it something which seems near impossible to be 
l’zechus, then according to the ikar din (pure letter of the law), 
one may judge him l’chova.  However, it is nachon m’ode (very 
appropriate) to leave it as a “safek” (doubt), i.e. not to conclude 
it is l’chova, and it is midas chasidus (act of piety) to judge him 
l’zechus.

If one does not recognize the person who performed the 
questionable action: One is not obligated to judge him favorably.  
However, it is an act of piety to judge him favorably in all cases 
(Sefer Chafetz Chaim, Introduction, Positive Commandments 3).

It is important to note, that since different areas of a person’s 
behavior are independent of each other and are not always 
consistent, a person may very well be a “Tzaddik” in a certain 
mitzvah, a “Beino’nee” in a different area, and a “Rasha” in 
something else. (The Torah’s Guidelines for Interpersonal 
Relationships [based on shiurim of Rabbi Yitzchok Berkowitz, 
shlit”a] Vol. 1 pg. 11).

We see this particular mitzvah can be very difficult to keep.  Is 
it realistic to always judge fairly?  Someone once asked Harav 
Yitzchok Hutner, zt”l, ”We know people possess many different 
middos (character attributes) that can either be used for good or 
for bad.  What is the positive attribute of the midah of “krumkeit” 
[some people view the world in a very twisted way]”?  Rav Hutner 
answered, “In order to be m’kaiyaim the mitzvas m’doraisa of 
Don L’kaf Zechus.  Sometimes the only way to view something in 
a positive light is by completely turning it around!
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FOR ADVANCED LEARNERS:
5:30 PM 6:15 PM:

CHAVRUSA LEARNING
6:15 PM 6:30PM:

CHABURA FROM THE ROSH KOLLEL, RABBI YECHIEL 
BIBERFELD, AND RABBI YOSEF RABINOWITZ 

IN ROTATION
6:30 PM: MINCHA

COME WITH A CHAVRUSA OR WE CAN SET YOU UP!

FOR BEGINNERS!
5:30 PM 6:30 PM:

STUDY THE PROPHETS TOGETHER WITH
RABBI MOSHE YOSEF SPIEGEL

FOR THE BOYS!
5:30 PM  6:30 PM:

STORIES, SINGING, AND NOSH, LED BY
RABBI YEDIDYA KAGANOFF

ON THE LOWER LEVEL

Friday, June 23: 
8:15    Candle Lighting
8:33 Shkiya/sunset

Shabbos, June 24:  
8:15 Shacharis 
8:42 /9:18 Latest Krias Shema
5:30                                            Shivti 
6:30 Mincha
8:33 Shkiya/Sunset
9:28 PM                                    Ma’ariv
9:45  72 Minutes
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Rosh Kollel, Rabbi Yechiel and Rachael Biberfeld, on the marriage of their 
daughter, Chaya, to Yaakov Yitzchok Rimmer.

Rosh Kollel Rabbi Yechiel and Rebbetzin Rachael Biberfeld on the Pidyon 
Habein of their grandson, Dovid Chanoch. Mazel tov to the proud parents, Zev 
and Rivka Teitelbaum.  Mazel to the entire Biberfeld, Jacob and Teitelbaum 
families.

Rabbi Dov and Mrs. Sima Greer on the Bar Mitzvah celebration of their son, 
Moshe Chaim.

Drs. Nadav and Yedida Schwartz on the bar mitzvah of their son, Matan. 
Mazel tov to the proud grandparents, Steve and Phoebe Goldman.

Dr. Abba and Ruthie Krieger on the marriage of their daughter, Penina, to 
Yossi Quint.

Dov and Shani Daniel on the birth of a daughter.

Dr. Shloimy and Rochelle Kalkstein on the birth of a son.  

Alex and Erika Perilstein on the Pidyon Habein of their son, Chaim Aryeh. 
Mazel tov to the proud grandparents, Ron and Jayne Perilstein and William 
and Elizabeth Shaid.

GREEN SPEECH Kick-Off Event
First Annual “Green Speech” Campaign

June 29, 2017
Featuring:

Rabbi Yechiel Biberfeld
Rosh Kollel, Philadelphia Community Kollel

Program: 8:30 pm 
Followed by Maariv

at the Lower Level of the Philadelphia Community Kollel 
364 Montgomery Ave. Merion Station, PA

A NEW SUMMER SERIES FOR 
WOMEN!

The Halachos of Muktzah
Categories and Allowances of Handling 

Non- Shabbos Items on Shabbos
Taught by:

Mrs. Sima Greer
Director Of Women’s Programming

Philadelphia Community Kollel

Monday mornings at 9:45 AM
at the Lower Level of the 

Philadelphia Community Kollel 
364 Montgomery Ave. Merion Station, PA

With words of inspiration 
about the beauty and sanctity of 

Shabbos at each session


