
 

 

In light of current events, this Dvar Torah is very �mely. 

Orthodox Jews are o�en asked strange ques�ons about the 

Jewish faith from those less knowledgeable in Judaism. O�en 

these ques�ons come from a basic misconcep�on about reli-

gion. For many, being intensely religious means self-sacrifice. 

They may believe that the more they give up the more devout 

they are. The result is confusion of the basic tenets of other 

religions with Judaism and hence the strange ques�ons. Most 

world religions follow Webster’s defini�on of sacrifice, mean-

ing “an act of offering to a deity something pre-

cious; especially: the killing of a vic�m on an altar.” This leads 

some to infer that Judaism follows this approach as well.  

From this week’s parsha we learn otherwise. 
 

The Torah this week introduces various laws pertaining to 

animal sacrifices. Among them is the prohibi�on to slaughter 

an animal and its offspring on the same day and the obliga-

�on to wait un�l the calf is at least eight days old before one 

can use it as a sacrifice. What possible lesson is the Torah try-

ing to convey with these commandments? 
 

The Meshech Chochma explains that Hashem is revealing to 

us that the sacrifice process isn’t based on the quan�ty of 

suffering.  It is not true that the more one gives up and the 

more one suffers for sake of a god, the more that individual 

has demonstrated his devo�on to that deity/religion. An ex-

treme example of this is human sacrifice.  
 

Although there is a need to sacrifice animals to G-d (for rea-

sons that are beyond the scope of this Dvar Torah), it needs 

to be done in the most humane way possible. To grab a young 

calf from its mother immediately a�er birth is an act of cruel-

ty. In the same vein, killing a mother and its baby on the same 

day gives the impression, as explained by the Ramban, that 

one is willing to annihilate an en�re species.  This is why Ha-

shem required that sacrifices be taken only from animals usu-

One should preferably stand while reci�ng the bra-

chah and coun�ng (Shulchan Aruch 489:1, Mishneh Berurah 

489:6, Aruch Hashulchan 489:4).  Therefore, one should be 
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ally found in abundance. 
 

The Meshech Chochma goes on to say that similar lessons 

are found throughout Torah. We are commanded to sanc�-

fy the Kohein, give joy to the Levi, and benefit the Yisroel 

with one’s wealth. We are warned not to sell a Jew, and if 

he is sold - to treat him with respect. We are obligated to 

sustain a ger toshav (permanent non-Jewish resident who 

according to some opinions has accepted upon himself the 

Noahide laws) and not to embarrass the Canaanite slave. 

We are not allowed to inflict pain upon an animal, and if we 

need to eat it, to slaughter it in the most humane way possi-

ble, etc. In sum, the Torah teaches us to show compassion, 

benevolence, and kindness, which are aAributes of Hashem, 

and to follow in His ways. 
 

The above lessons are so essen�al, for history is replete 

with examples of shocking rituals, depreda�on, and self in-

flic�on, in the name of religion. To counteract such no�ons 

the Torah concludes the aforemen�oned laws with the 

words, “You shall not defile My holy Name, and you shall 

sanc�fy Me…” The Torah is telling us that we are obligated 

to demonstrate compassion and sensi�vity, and only by do-

ing so can we sanc�fy the name of Hashem. It would be a 

disgrace for Hashem if we followed the “sacred” prac�ces of 

other religions. May we take these lessons to heart, and let 

them impact our behavior, and as a result have a posi�ve 

effect on our unaffiliated and newly affiliated fellow Jews.  
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Business Ethics 5775—Case Study #3 This Week! Shabbos A�ernoon 

with Rabbi Yakir Schechter, 5:15-6:00pm at the Kollel. Topic:  

EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS: Who pays for 

calling an ambulance? 
 

Sixteenth Annual Lecture: With Rabbi Eli Mansour, Monday Evening, 

May 18, 2015 at The Merion Tribute House. For Men & Women.    

Please consider a sponsorship of this lecture as a means of suppor�ng 

the Kollel’s programming at this �me of year.  

 

Bnos Melachim Worldwide Presenta on Shown at the Kollel: This 

Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 8:15 p.m.   "Eye to I" Audio- Visual Presen-

ta�on with Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Feuer, Rabbi David Ashear, Rabbanit  

Yemima Mizrachi,  Mrs. Ayala Berney, and more… 

 

Community News 

Bnos of Bala Cynwyd will iy"H meet this Shabbos, Parshas Emor, May 9th, 

from 4:30pm - 5:30pm at LMS. 
 

Mazel Tov To: 

Leon and Malkie Schwartz on the birth of a granddaughter, born to Shaul and 

GiAy Schwartz!  
 

Amrom Tehrani on his engagement to Elinor Kala zadeh! Mazel tov to his  

parents, Reuben and Shala Tehrani! 
 

Rabbi and Mrs. Shmuel Dov and Suri Sussman on the birth of a baby boy! 

 

 

careful not to be lean on anything while coun�ng (Koveitz 

Halachos 6:1).  If one did not stand, he has nevertheless ful-

filled his mitzvah (Mishneh Berurah 489:6, Aruch Hashulchan 

489:4).  Someone who finds it difficult to stand [e.g. an older 

person] may l’chatchila count while siUng down (Koveitz 

Halachos 6:1). 

 

One should not interrupt in between the reci�ng of 

the brachah and the coun�ng. This includes even a silent 

interrup�on of more than toch k’day dee’bor (a few seconds) 

or saying something that is not “sefira-related” (Mishneh 

Berurah 489:29). 

 

One may count in any language, as long as he under-

stands what he is saying.  If one counted using a language 

that he does not understand, he has not fulfilled his obliga-

�on, even if he counted in Hebrew (Mishneh Berurah 489:5).  

Harav Shmuel Kamenetsky, shlit”a, understands that when 

coun�ng in Hebrew he is not yotzei only in a situa�on that 

he had no idea what he was saying.  However, if he was 

aware that he was coun�ng even though he did not under-

stand the exact transla�on of the words, he has fulfilled his 

obliga�on (Koveitz Halachos 6:5).  Addi�onally, one may not 

fulfill his obliga�on of coun�ng with either thinking or 

wri�ng (Koveitz Halachos 6:3-4). 

 

As men�oned, when the Torah refers to the mitzvah 

of coun�ng sefira, there is a men�on of both days and 

weeks.  Therefore, the mitzvah requires coun�ng both the days 

and the weeks of the Omer (Gemara Menachos 66a, Shulchan 

Aruch 489:1 & Mishneh Berurah 489:7).  The first 7 days, one 

only men�ons the day.  Star�ng from the 8
th

 day we men�on 

both the day and the week. 

 

If a�er from the 7
th

 day, one accidently only men�oned 

the day and not the week [e.g. on the 40
th

 day one counted 

“today is the 40
th

 day of the Omer” and did not say “today is the 

40
th

 day, which is 5 weeks and 5 days of the Omer”] there is a 

machlokes whether he has fulfilled his obliga�on.  Therefore, 

one should recount that night without a brachah [and con�nue 

coun�ng with a brachah the next night].  If a�er the 7
th

 day, one 

accidently just counted the weeks [e.g. he said “today is 5th 

week and 5 days of the Omer], he has not fulfilled his obliga-

�on, and should recount that night with a brachah, for it is con-

sidered as if he never counted (Mishneh Berurah 489:7). 

 

If one counted using roshei tay’vos (an acronym) [e.g. 

instead of saying “today is the 39
th

 day etc.”, he said “today is 

lamed tes yom etc.” there is a machlokes whether he has ful-

filled his obliga�on or not.  Therefore, he should recount that 

night without a brachah, and con�nue coun�ng with a brachah 

the following night (Be’ur Halachah 489:1 s.v. moneh v’holaich). 
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Friday, May 8:  

7:44 p.m.: Candle Ligh�ng 

8:02 p.m.: Shkiya/sunset 

Shabbos, May 9:   

8:15 a.m.:  Shacharis  

8:48/ 9:24 a.m.: Latest Krias Shema 

Chaburas Chacham Lev 

Ramban Shiur by Rabbi Eskenazi 

5:15 p.m.: Business  Ethics Shiur 

6:00 p.m.: Mincha 

8:03 p.m.: Shkiya/ Sunset 

8:58 p.m.: Ma’ariv.  

9:15 p.m.: 72 minutes 

10:30 p.m.: Rabbi Reisman’s Navi Shiur 


