
 

 

At the conclusion of Parshas Shlalch, the Mitzvah of Tzitzis is discussed 

within the well known passage of our daily  קריעת שמע. The Torah 

explicitly states the connec�on of seeing the "tzitzis" and remembering 

all of the Mitzvos. "'והיה לכם לציצת ּוראיתם אתו ּוזכרתם את ּכל מצות ה“ 

You shall see them (Tzitzis) and remember all of the Mitzvos. The ques-

�on is how? In what way? 

 

There is a debate amongst the  ראשונים as to what about this Mitzvah 

brings about the consciousness or remembrance of all other mitzvos. 

 on of the numerical�is of the opinion that through a combina רש"י 

value of the word  ,ציצית plus the five knots and eight strings - the sum 

will equal 613, the number of all the mitzvos. The Ramban, however, 

takes issue with this methodology and offers an alterna�ve approach to 

the connec�on of  ציצית and it's remembrance of all the  .מצות The 

Ramban states that the remembrance comes through the  ,"חוט התכלת"

 the bluish-turquoise strings that are placed together with the other 

white strings. (This approach happens to fit appropriately in both con-

text and order of the פסוקים. The  פסוק of  'וזכרתם את כל מצות ה

immediately following the   פסוק of פתיל תכלת.) The Ramban proceeds 

to quote, in support of his approach, the  גמרא (Menachos 43b) which 

describes how the color of  תכלת is similar to the sea, and the sea is 

similar to the sky, and once being cognizant of the sky, one will give 

thought to the  כסא הכבוד on High, which will, in-turn, remind him of all 

the Mitzvos.  

 

One may ask himself: why does the Talmud list these specific exam-

ples? The sea, the sky. Wouldn't the fact that blue reminds a person of 

the sky be sufficient to get him to be aware of the  כסא הכבוד? 

Furthermore, why blue? Why not the color white which is the same 

color as the clouds in the sky? Finally, why is it called  תכלת and not 

 ?כחול
 

Let us analyze these two examples for a moment. If one were to ask, 

what color the sky or the sea is, the answer would obviously be 

"blue" (on a clear day). However, the fact of the ma8er is, both of them 

are in-fact not inherently blue, but rather clear and completely trans-

parent with no trace of any color. Even if one were a reflec�on of the 

other, how then did the other get blue? So where does this color of 

blue come from? 

 

Interes�ngly, from a scien�fic perspec�ve, one would learn that light, 

which is made up of all our colors, travels in a straight, direct line ex-

cept in three dis�nct scenarios: a prism (where it's bent), a mirror 

(where it's reflected), and when it comes in contact with this world's 
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atmosphere (where it's sca8ered). In the la8er scenario, light's con-

tact to this world, the color blue from the color spectrum is manifest 

upon the sun-light's contact with the atmosphere (blue light is 

sca8ered the quickest because of its rapid wave sequence). That is 

why we see the sky as blue. 

 

The Talmud states  (:פסחים ב) that this world is compared to the 

night, darkness. The   פסוק in  משלי also says  ״נר מצוה ותורה אור״ the 

Mitzvos are our candle and the Torah is our light. Without a light shin-

ing the path in front of us we would be blindly stumbling over the 

many different obstacles posi�oned right in front of our feet. Our 

purpose here is to bring in that light, that  ,אור through the Torah and 

Mitzvos, to spiritually shine and light up a world that is compared to 

darkness.  
 

 

The Mitzvah of Tzitzis serves as a reminder for these other Mitzvos. 

How? Precisely from the  תכלת string, as the  רמב"ן says. Just like 

when light shines through into this world, earth's atmosphere, what's 

manifest in the sky is the color blue, so too, we are commanded to 

put the blue strings - which represent this idea of bringing light into 

the world, together with the white strings, on our  בגד to serve as a 

reminder for a very fundamental purpose in this world, namely, to 

shine forth Light,  אור, thru the  ,מצות in a world that’s dark. 
 

How apropos that the  ספר החינוך writes (mitzvah 326) that the white 

fringes of Tzitzis represent the physical whereas the blue represents 

the spiritual, as it echoes this very idea of bringing spiritual light, from 

Mitzvos, into a physical world. 
 

This may be what  חז״ל were alluding to with these examples of sea 

and sky. Neither are inherently blue, but rather mirror that color as a 

result of the light shining into this world. 

 

Now it is very understandable why the  חוט התכלת of Tzitzis serves as 

a reminder for all other  ,מצות according to the רמב"ן. ADer the  רמב"ן 

gives this approach, he then notes that this word  תכלת is also the 

word  ,תכלית purpose. That string serves as the reminder for our very 

fundamental purpose in this world. 
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Kiddush This Week is Sponsored By:  

Moshe and Rachael Starkman in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their 

son, Shlomo Yechezkel! 
 

Business Ethics Shiur- Case Study #7 This Week! Shabbos aDer-

noon with Rabbi Biberfeld, 5:15-6:00pm at the Kollel  

followed by Mincha. Topic: “You’re gonna pay for that!” A  

husband decided to light the Shabbos candles before his wife lit 

them. Does he have a monetary obliga�on to her? 

Community Partnership Sefer Torah: Please look out for a special  

mailing which will provide you with informa�on on how  

YOU CAN PARTICIPATE! 

Kesher Girls– We need your help! Please join us for this unique 

chessed opportunity for girls this Sunday morning, 10:30– 11:15 at the 

Kollel. We will be assembling more Bikkor Cholim Shabbos Packages 

which have been so well-received! You can leave your mothers at home 

this �me! 

Community News 
PLEASE NOTE: Bnos of Bala Cynwyd will NOT meet this Shabbos, Parshas 

Sh'lach, June 13th. Iy'H next week will be the last week of Bnos for this year. 

Mazel Tov To: 

R' Yakir and Lea Schechter on the birth of their daughter, Esther Chana! 
 

Moshe and Rachael Starkman on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Shlomo 

Yechezkel! 
 

David and Kineret Shakow on the upcoming marriage of their daughter, Rivka 

Sarah! 

bed.  There is a dispute amongst the Poskim how to understand 

this.  The Shulchan Aruch [239:1] writes that one should say it 

on his bed.  The Rema [ibid] comments that a person should say 

it near his bed.  The Mishneh Berurah [239:3] explains, one 

should recite krias shema when he sees that he is star�ng to fall 

asleep and should not wait un�l he gets into bed.  Even if he did 

not fall asleep right away, it was s�ll preferable to recite it 

when he felt �red, because of the chance of falling asleep. 

 

There is a machlokes as to why the brachah of hamapil 

was ins�tuted.  Some opinions hold that we are reci�ng a bra-

chah giving thanks on the natural order of the world, similar to 

the birchas hashachar we recite each morning.  Others maintain 

that it is a brachah specifically on thanking Hashem for sleep 

(see Biur Halachah 239:1 s.v. somaich).  There is a major hala-

chik difference between these opinions.  According to the first 

opinion, even if one does not fall asleep, it is not considered an 

interrup�on aDer the brachah and will not be a brachah levata-

lah (blessing in vain).  However, those who maintain that it is a 

brachah specifically on sleep, if one does not sleep, it is an inter-

rup�on and a brachah levatalah.  L’halachah, we try to incorpo-

rate both opinions, and therefore, aDer reci�ng birchas hama-

pil, one should not eat, drink, or talk (Rema 239:3).  Addi�onal-

ly, if one thinks that he will not be able to fall asleep, one 

should not recite the brachah (Biur Halachah 239:1 s.v. so-

maich). 

 

If aDer reci�ng krias shema al hameetah he could not 

fall asleep, it is preferable to either think about Torah (Mishneh 

Berurah 239:7) or speak divrei Torah (Aruch Hashulchan 239:6), 

or repeat the first paragraph of shema un�l he falls asleep 

(Rema 239:1).  It is important to note, if one is repea�ng she-

ma, he should not repeat the first posuk of shema (Mishneh 

Berurah 239:7). Therefore, it is also permi8ed to learn from a 

sefer or listen to a tape (Shu”T Rivivos Ephraim 6:123). 

 

In a pressing situa�on where one needs to talk, e.g. he 

went to the bathroom and is required to recite birchas asher 

yatzor [or needs to recite any brachah that he will lose out the op-

portunity to recite if not said now, including hearing thunder or 

seeing ligh�ng (Halichos Shlomo Tefillah 13: Dnt. 24); remembered 

that he has not davened maariv , counted sefiras haomer, or needs 

to say kiddush levana [on the last night that one may recite it], he 

may do so (Sefer Ishei Yisroel 35:10).  Addi�onally, one may tend 

to a crying child, or to a parent or spouse [because of shalom 

bayis] aDer hamapil (Shu”T Rivivos Ephraim 7:80).  It is important 

to note, in situa�ons where he talked or drank, it is preferable to 

repeat krias shema again [but not birchas hamapil] (Mishneh Beru-

rah 239:4). 

 

Birchas Hamapil is only recited one �me per night.  There-

fore, if one went to sleep and awoke in the middle of the night, he 

would not repeat krias shema or hamapil if he went back to sleep 

again (Tefillah Ke’hilchasa 20:Dnt. 31).  Addi�onally, it is important 

to note, krias shema al hameetah and birchas hamapil are only 

recited if one goes to sleeps at night (Mishneh Berurah 239:8). This 

includes, even if he is going to sleep during the day and plans to 

sleep throughout the night, he would not say krias shema al 

hameetah (Halachically Speaking 1:pg. 138).  Addi�onally, even 

when going to sleep at night, one only recites hamapil when sleep-

ing a shenas kevah [i.e. for at least ½ hour] (Sefer Ishei Yisroel 

35:Dnt. 28).  
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Friday, June 12:  

8:12 p.m.: Candle Ligh�ng 

8:30 p.m.: Shkiya/sunset 

Shabbos, June 13:   

8:15 a.m.:  Shacharis  

8:40/ 9:16 a.m.: Latest Krias Shema 

Ramban Shiur by Rabbi Eskenazi 

Chaburas Chacham Lev 

5:15 p.m.: Business Ethics Shiur  

6:00 p.m.: Mincha 

8:30 p.m.: Shkiya/ Sunset 

9:25 p.m.: Ma’ariv.  

9:42 p.m.: 72 minutes 

 


