
 

 

At the end of this week’s Parsha the Torah tells us 

about the ba�le of Sichon.  The pasuk says that “Israel se�led 

in all the Amorite ci�es, in Cheshbon, and all its walls.  For 

Cheshbon was the city of Sichon, king of the Amorite, and he 

had warred against the first king of Moav and took all his land 

from his control, un�l Arnon” (21:25-26).  In addressing why 

the Torah needs to tell us that Sichon fought the king of Moav 

and conquered his land, Rashi, ci�ng the Gemara, explains 

that the Jewish people are not allowed to engage Moav in 

ba�le.  Lest we think that the Jews wrongfully took the land 

of Cheshbon directly from Moav, the Torah informs us that 

Sichon conquered Cheshbon and only then did the Jews take it 

from him.  Although this seems like an innocent factoid, be-

neath the surface lies an invaluable lesson.  

 

The next pasuk reads “Al kein yomru hamoshlim, bo’u 

cheshbon �baneh visiconein ir Sichon” – Regarding this, the 

poets would say ‘Come to Cheshbon, let it be built and estab-

lished as the city of Sichon.’”  The Gemara homile�cally ex-

pounds upon the words of this verse: The term for “poets,” 

Moshlim, which can also mean rulers, referencing those who 

rule over their evil inclina�on.  The term for “come to Chesh-

bon” is  “bo’u cheshbon” which can also mean to come and 

calculate, referencing those who calculate and weigh each of 

their ac�ons, assuring they are always ac�ng appropriately.  

The term for “let it be built and established” is  “�bane visico-

nen” which can also mean to build and prepare, referencing 

those who measure their ac�ons, ensuring that they will build 

and establish themselves in this world, and prepare them-

selves for the next world – the World to Come. 

 

The sefer Imrei Baruch explains that the point of the 

Gemara is to teach us that o7en when we set out to do a 

In Sefer Shmuel [Shmuel Beis, Chapter 24] we read about a 

deadly pes�lence that killed 70,000 people.  Dovid 

Hamelech had called for a na�onal census, thereby up-

se@ng Hashem.  However, it is clear from the posukim that 

Hashem was upset at Klal Yisroel even before the census 

occurred [see 24:1], however it does not state why. 

 

Ramban, in last week’s Parsha [Bamidbar 16:21-22] sug-

gests, by way of reason, that it seems this was a punish-

ment for the Jewish people not building the Bais Hamik-

dash.  At that par�cular period in history, the Aron Hako-
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mitzvah the yetzer hora– the evil inclina�on – places count-

less obstruc�ons in our way of performing that mitzvah.  

However, with a bit of foresight and prudence, and a focus 

on the poten�al reward in the future, we will have the for�-

tude to perform that mitzvah. 

 

Although the Gemara’s expounding of the verse is 

not its literal meaning, Rav Eliyahu Lopian zt”l explains that 

it is directly related to it.  When Sichon conquered the land 

of Cheshbon from Moav he was certainly exuberant.   Li�le 

did he know that that very city would be the cause of his 

downfall.  He didn’t look to the future and take precau�ons 

to for�fy the city.   So it is with transgressions: in the mo-

ment we enjoy it.  But the punishment a7erwards will be 

unbearable. 

 

Let us internalize the lesson of the story of Sichon 

and not only live in the present, but look at the bigger pic-

ture, how our ac�ons today might affect our future. 
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Business Ethics Shiur- Case Study #9 This Week!  

Shabbos a7ernoon with Rabbi Yakir Schechter, 5:15-6:00pm at the 

Kollel followed by Mincha.  

Topic: Carpools in halacha: Am I obligated to give my friend a ride? 

Am I allowed to charge him for gas and tolls? 

 

 

 

Community Partnership Sefer Torah: Please look out for a special  

mailing which will provide you with informa�on on how  

YOU CAN PARTICIPATE! 

 

Two Special Shiurim This Past Week:  

The Kollel Yungeleit were treated to two special shiurim this week from 

Horav Moshe Meiselman shlit"a,  Rosh Yeshiva of Toras Moshe  

and Horav Moshe Chodosh shlit"a, Rosh Yeshiva of Ohr Elchanan. 

 

Mazel Tov To: 

Zach and Danielle Daitch on the birth of a daughter, Eliora Zahava!  

 

Condolences to:  

Mrs. Nomi Levene on the passing of her brother, Mr. Sander Bak a"h. 

 

Mrs. Chavi Brennan on passing of her father a"h. 

desh was roaming from tent to tent, like a stranger in a land, 

without a permanent residence; yet the Jewish people did 

not bes�r themselves to say, “Let us seek out Hashem and 

build the Bais Hamikdash for His sake.”  The idea of building 

a proper edifice only occurred many years later, a7er they 

had se�led in Eretz Yisroel.  Ramban adds, had they truly 

wanted a permanent residence, Hashem would not have 

been angry with them, the Bais Hamikdash would have been 

built, and they would never have suffered. 

 

Does this pertain to us?  The Chofetz Chaim, zt”l, in his Kun-

tris Tzepesa L’yeshuah (Chapter 3) writes, Hashem has com-

plaints against a person who is not yearning for Hashem’s 

Kingship.  The Medrash [Yalkut She’moni, Eichah 997] re-

lates, at the �me of the destruc�on of the Bais Hamikdash, 

Yitzchok Avinu asked Hashem, “Perhaps Klal Yisroel will nev-

er return to a Bais Hamikdash?”  Hashem answered, “There 

will be a genera�on that seeks My Kingship and they will be 

redeemed immediately.”  This idea was also conveyed by the 

prophet Yirmiyah [31:16] “Yeish �kvah l’achareisecha, n’um 

Hashem, v’shavu vanim l’gvulam” (and those who yearn for 

the redemp�on, says Hashem, will return to their borders).  

We see that if one awaits Hashem’s Kingship, it hastens the 

Final Redemp�on! 

 

Addi�onally, the Gemara [Shabbos 31a] teaches, one of the 

ques�ons each person will be asked at their final accoun�ng 

in heaven is “were you m’zapeh l’yeshuah” (“did you long for 

the Final Redemp�on”)?  The Chofetz Chaim, zt”l, points out the 

language of “tzipeesa” means someone who is eagerly awai�ng 

something, similar to a person going to a high point in order to 

have the best view to see if there is any change occurring.  We 

see that it is expected of each Jew to eagerly await Hashem’s 

Kingdom to be revealed speedily. 

 

The Chofetz Chaim, zt”l, adds that we recite numerous prayers 

each day for the redemp�on.  This includes, several brachos of 

Shemoneh Esrei, and Aleinu.  Our Torah demands us to “Stay 

away from falsehood” [Shemos 23:7].  If a person is not honest-

ly awai�ng the geulah, how can one lie each �me he stands be-

fore the King of the Universe, who knows each person’s precise 

inten�ons? 

 

With the impending period of the “Three Weeks” approaching, 

a �me when, as a whole, we are more focused on our lack of 

the Bais Hamikdash, may we keep these ideas in mind; at least 

when are saying the words of these tefillos.  With just a li�le 

thought we can make a world of a difference! 
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Friday, June 26:  

8:15 p.m.: Candle Ligh�ng 

8:33 p.m.: Shkiya/sunset 

Shabbos, June 27:   

8:15 a.m.:  Shacharis  

8:43/ 9:19 a.m.: Latest Krias Shema 

Ramban Shiur by Rabbi Eskenazi 

Chaburas Chacham Lev 

5:15 p.m.: Business Ethics Shiur  

6:00 p.m.: Mincha 

8:33 p.m.: Shkiya/ Sunset 

9:28 p.m.: Ma’ariv.  

9:45 p.m.: 72 minutes 

 


