
 

 

Rashi tells us that Moshe, a�er seeing what the Bnos Tzlafchad ac-

complished, felt it was an opportune �me to put forth his own re-

quest. Moshe wanted his children to become the leaders of the 

Jewish People. Moshe approached Hashem and requested; “May 

Hashem, G-d of the spirits of all flesh appoint a man over the con-

grega�on, who shall go out in front of them and come in before 

them”…. Hashem responded by saying “Take for yourself Yehoshua 

bin Nun”…. Rashi explains that Hashem was telling Moshe that the 

most appropriate person to lead the Jewish People was Yehoshua 

bin Nun. Why? Because he never le� the tent, and he never strayed 

from Moshe’s side. 

 

From the above dialogue we can learn several lessons, important 

traits integral for leading the na�on of Hashem. By breaking down 

the verses, phrase by phrase, we can extrapolate these valuable 

lessons. Our first lesson lies in Moshe’s request, “May Hashem, G-d 

of all spirits…” One can ask, why does Moshe make reference to the 

fact that Hashem is G-d of all spirits? Rashi and others tell us that 

Moshe was reques�ng a specific leader, one that only Hashem, be-

fore Whom nothing is hidden, can pick out, one who can relate to 

and understand each individual. A leader must be a leader of every-

one. By individually rela�ng to each member, the leader promotes a 

cohesive congrega�on and ensures the happiness of the whole 

community. 

 

This leads us to lesson number two. One can ask the ques�on, isn’t 

Yehoshua the least qualified for the job?  Rashi tell us that Yehosh-

ua “never le� the tent”? Doesn’t that sound a bit too sheltered? 

Further, a leader needs experience. Shouldn’t Yehoshua become an 

“assistant rabbi” first? A possible answer can be found in the 

wri�ngs of Rabbeinu Avraham ben HaRambam. When discussing 

the trait of “abs�nence,” he makes the following comment. “A com-

munal head, who supervises all other leaders and officials, can 

maintain real abs�nence only with tremendous effort. He has so 

li*le �me for outward training since he is primarily occupied with his 

responsibili�es…Do not challenge me by ci�ng David (hamelech) and 

those like him, for they trained in abs�nence un�l it became natural 

before they became prominent and great…” We see here that ra-

ther than jumping into posi�ons of leadership, the leader much first 

achieve the self-perfec�on that is essen�al for the posi�on. In order 

to a8ain a level of self-perfec�on, one should shy away from �me 
It is prohibited to wear new or freshly laundered 

clothing, in order to show signs of mourning.  This prohibi�on 
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consuming posi�ons of leadership and focus on themselves by 

being a “si8er in tents,” like Yehoshua. In this way, one can focus 

on inner and outward growth. In fact, some commentaries tell us 

that there is actually a degree of envy on the part of those who 

did jump into such posi�ons and realized in retrospect that the 

right thing would have been to follow Yehoshua’s example. As we 

see from the example of David Hamelech, once one is worthy, he 

can be chosen for leadership either by direct or indirect Divine 

interven�on. A worthy leader will definitely have Divine assis-

tance, despite the lack of direct experience in the new role.   

 

The final lesson can be derived from Moshe’s request, “…appoint 

a man over the congrega�on who shall go out in front of them and 

come before the people”… Such an interes�ng request. What is so 

important about having such a leader? Rabbi Moshe Mandel, a 

Rosh Hayeshiva in the city of Vilna, quotes Rabbi Yisroel Salanter 

to explain the following Gemarah. The Gemarah in Sanhedrin (daf 

98b), in describing what will be the prevalent situa�on preceding 

the coming of Moshiach, states “and the face of the genera�on 

will be like the face of a dog.” Rabbi Yisroel Salanter explains that 

the nature of a dog is to constantly run in front of its master. It 

gives the impression that it is leading its master in the direc�on of 

its choice. However, when it arrives at a crossroad and looks back 

at its master for guidance as to where to proceed next and follows 

its master’s direc�on, it becomes obvious to all that it is not the 

dog that is leading its master. Rather the master leads the dog.  

 

Rabbi Salanter adds that this is going to be the situa�on at “the 

footsteps of Moshiach.”  Rather than the people looking to the 

leader for leadership, the leader will turn around and look at the 

people for guidance. This is prevalent today, poli�cal leaders look 

to polls for guidance to direct their policies. This was not what 

Moshe had in mind. What Moshe was asking for was a leader who 

didn’t look back. A leader who intui�vely knew be8er than the 

people what was best for them . This was someone who would go 

before the people always. May we merit a reverse to our descent, 

to recognize, respect, and follow the right leader back to 

Yerushalayim speedily in our day. 

Halachos of the Nine Days 
 

By Rabbi Yochanan Eskenazi 

Menucha Vesimcha has been dedicated by Kutest Kids Early Interven�on Services. 

Contact Malky Adlerstein for more informa�on at: Phone: 610-227-0388  

Email: madlerstein@gmail.com - Web: www.kutestkids.com 

Providing Services in: Philadelphia, Montgomery, Bucks, Delaware, Chester, and Berks Coun�es. 



 

 

Kiddush This Week Is Sponsored By: R' Sruli and Rivka Schwartz, in honor 

of the birth of their daughter, Miriam  & In gra�tude to Hashem for the 

refuah shelaima of their daughter, Shana  

 

Business Ethics Shiur- Case Study #10 This Week! Shabbos a�ernoon with 

Rabbi Yechiel Biberfeld, 5:15-6:00pm at the Kollel  

followed by Mincha. Topic: A Pledge and A Prayer: Reuven pledged $1,000 

to the Kollel as a merit that his mother-in-law get well. A week later she 

died. Does Reuven have to fulfill his pledge? 
 

 

Women’s Rosh Chodesh Av Shiur– “ Why is there so much suffering and sad-

ness in the world?” Shabbos, Parshas Matos– Masei, July 18th at 5:00pm at 

the Kollel. Given by Rabbi Biberfeld 
 
 

Community Partnership Sefer Torah:   

Please look out for a special  

mailing which will provide you with informa�on on how  

YOU CAN PARTICIPATE! 
 

 

 

Mazel Tov To: 

Josh and Miriam Friedman upon the birth of their son, Yisroel Dovid! Mazal 

Tov to Marty and Elise Ciner upon the birth of their grandson!  

 

Drew and Holly Dorman on the birth of a granddaughter, born to their chil-

dren Shira and Uri! 
 

Larry and Marcia Rosenthal on the birth of a granddaughter, born to their 

children Aron and Naomi! 

applies to men, women, and children who have reached the 

age of chinuch [i.e. can understand the concept of mourning].  

This includes all outer clothing [e.g. shirts, pants], coats, towels, 

tablecloths and bed sheets.  According to Harav Moshe Fein-

stein, zt”l, one may wear freshly laundered undergarments (oral 

ruling, Shu”T Rivivos Ephraim 3:340).  One may give fresh linen 

for a guest sleeping at his home (Laws of Daily Living, The Three 

Weeks, pg. 88). 

 

One may wear any clothing that is not freshly laun-

dered.  Therefore, if one wore clothing before the Nine Days, 

he can wear it during the Nine Days.  There is a dispute 

amongst the Poskim how long one needs to wear them.  Harav 

Y.S. Eliyashiv, zt”l, holds for 30 minutes (Laws of Daily Living, 

The Three Weeks, pg. 85).  Harav Shmuel Kamenetsky, shlit”a, 

holds that it is not dependent on how much �me one wears 

them, rather as long as while he was wearing them he is not 

thinking about that he is wearing a freshly laundered shirt 

(Koveitz Halachos, Bein Hamitzarim, 11:27).  Wearing many 

pairs of clothing at once does not help, unless he is sweated up 

(Koveitz Halachos, Bein Hamitzarim, 11:28). 

 

There is a machlokes haposkim if one who did not pre-

pare enough clothes beforehand, does the op�on of switching 

his clothing [numerous �mes] on Shabbos [when it is permi8ed 

to wear freshly laundered clothing] so that he may wear those 

clothing during the week.  According to Harav Shmuel Kame-

netsky,shlit”a, one may do so.  It is not considered hachanah 

(preparing on Shabbos for weekday) because he is benefi�ng 

from wearing the clothing at the �me (Koveitz Halachos, Bein 

Hamitzarim 11:29). 

 

Another op�on available is to place your clothing on a 

floor which is not freshly cleaned [but does not have to be definite-

ly dirty] (Koveitz Halachos, Bein Hamitzarim 11:30).  Addi�onally, 

one may step on his clothes or sleep on them, or place them to-

gether with dirty laundry [e.g. in a hamper] to make the clothing 

not fresh (Laws of Daily Living, The Three Weeks, pg. 87). 

 

Bathing, swimming, and showering for pleasure, even in 

cold water, is prohibited.  Refraining from these ac�vi�es and be-

ing a li8le uncomfortable is in order to remind ourselves about the 

destruc�on of the Bais Hamikdash (Shulchan Aruch & Rama 

551:16). 

 

One who showers daily, and finds it very difficult not to 

shower, may possibly take a non-hot shower with soap (Koveitz 

Halachos, Bein Hamitzarim, 14:4).  One does not have to have an 

exclusively cold shower; one may add some hot water in order to 

take away the chill.  One who normally takes a hot shower every 

Erev Shabbos (Friday) may take a hot shower on Erev Shabbos of 

the Nine Days (Halachos of Three Weeks [Rabbi Shimon Eider, zt”l] 

pg. 13, # 7). 

 

Swimming for pleasure is prohibited even for very young 

children (Laws of Daily Living, The Three Weeks, pg. 96).  However, 

they may play in a sprinkler (Koveitz Halachos, Bein Hamitzarim, 

14:3). 
 

Construc�on or decora�ng should be postponed un�l 

a�er the Nine Days (Shulchan Aruch 551:2).  Included is plan�ng 

for pleasure, or buying plants for decora�ve purposes.  Building for 

basic dwelling purposes, to prevent damage, and basic upkeep of a 

house or for a mitzvah is permi8ed.    Therefore, one may plant, 

etc. for regular upkeep is permi8ed (Laws of Daily Living pg. 97- 

98). 

If you would like to receive Menucha Vesimcha by weekly email or to sponsor an issue of Menucha Vesimcha in someone’s honor / memory, please contact the editor at: 

menuchavesimcha@phillykollel.org  

Philadelphia Community Kollel, 364 Montgomery Ave., Merion Sta�on, PA 19066  

Phone: 610-668-9557   —   Fax: 610-668-9558  —-    Email: office@phillykollel.org    —--   Web: www.phillykollel.org 

Continued from page 1 

Friday, July 9:  

8:13 p.m.: Candle Ligh�ng 

8:31 p.m.: Shkiya/sunset 

Shabbos, July 10:   

8:15 a.m.:  Shacharis  

8:48/ 9:24 a.m.: Latest Krias Shema 

Ramban Shiur by Rabbi Eskenazi 

5:15 p.m.: Business Ethics Shiur  

6:00 p.m.: Mincha 

8:30 p.m.: Shkiya/ Sunset 

9:25 p.m.: Ma’ariv.  

9:42 p.m.: 72 minutes 

 



 

 


