
 

 

“You shall not abhor an Edomite, for he is your brother; you shall 

not abhor an Egyp�an, for you were a sojourner in his land. Chil-

dren who are born to them in the third genera�on may enter the 

congrega�on of Hashem.” (Parshas Ki Seitzei 23:8-9) 
 

Rashi comments on the words “Children who are born to them 

in the third genera�on, etc” as follows: “But converts of other 

na�ons are permi�ed immediately. We can learn from this that 

one who causes another to sin is worse than one who actually 

kills another - for one who kills, kills him [only] in this world. But 

one who causes another to sin, removes him from this world and 

from the world to come. Therefore, Edom who went out [to 

a�ack the Jewish People] with a sword, has not become ab-

horred. And similarly the Egyp�ans who a�empted to drown the 

[Jewish baby boys]. However, these (Ammon and Moav) who 

caused them to sin, have become abhorred.” 
 

Rashi’s explana�on strikes a raw nerve within each one of us. 

Although we can intellectually understand that spiritually sin is 

worse than death in just this world, it is a concept that is difficult 

for our hearts to grasp. Perhaps the following might make this 

idea clearer. 
 

The Gemarah in Rosh HaShanah (16b) brings down that Rabbi 

Cruspedai said in the name of Rabbi Yochanan, “Three books are 

opened on Rosh HaShanah: One of totally evil people, one of 

completely righteous people, and one that includes people with 

both good and bad deeds [Beinonim]. The completely righteous 

individuals are wri�en and sealed immediately for life. The total-

ly wicked individuals are wri�en and sealed immediately for 

death. The [sentence for the] individuals with both good and bad 

deeds is suspended from Rosh HaShanah un�l Yom Kippur. If 

they merit, they are inscribed for life, if they do not merit, they 

are inscribed for death.” 
 

Tosafos asks, “From the understanding that some individuals 

have the same number of good deeds and bad deeds [and their 

sentence is suspended from Rosh HaShanah un�l Yom Kippur] it 

is implied that the defini�on of a righteous person is one whose 

merits are greater [than his bad deeds] and a completely wicked 

person [is defined] as one whose transgressions outweigh [his The minhag of B’nei sefard recite slichos the en�re month of Elul 
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good deeds]. Some�mes, however, [we see this is not the case] 

the righteous are sealed for death and the totally wicked for 

life?” Tosafos answers, that it must be that the defini�ons of 

life and death, found in the statement of Rabbi Cruspedai, are 

referring to life in the World to Come. 
 

Rabbi Chaim Friedlander in Sifsei Chaim, ques�ons Tosafos’ 

understanding of the Gemara. We all know that the type of 

judgment that Tosafos is referring too, concerning the World 

to Come, is not on Rosh HaShanah. Rather it is determined on-

ly when a person comes to the Heavenly Court aAer his 

death!?  
 

Rabbi Friedlander answers that the establishment of one’s spir-

itual essence [for the coming year] is the judgment on Rosh 

HaShanah that relates to the World to Come. This is similar to 

the statement of the Sages found in many places, “Who is des-

�ned for the World to Come?” The connota�on is that it is not 

aAer one’s death that a person merits the World to Come. Ra-

ther, now [in his life�me] he is already considered as one fated 

for the World to Come. In this way, a person’s judgment is re-

lated to the World to Come – for on Rosh HaShanah a person’s 

spiritual level is assessed. By conduc�ng oneself as a “ben olam 

habah,” a person of the World to Come in this world, he is 

“inscribing” himself into the all-�me Book of Life! And that, in 

turn, determines the corresponding judgment in his personal 

sustenance [such as health, income, etc.] for the coming year. 
 

From the above, we can change our perspec�ve on how we 

lead our lives. The Sforno on the first words of Parshas Re’eh 

observes that the only op�ons G-d placed before us are 

“blessing/life” and “curse/death,” and nothing in between. 

This teaches us that we have to set our sights high. Life and 

death in physical terms is limi�ng. Encompassing the concept 

of the World to Come into our everyday thinking changes our 

percep�on of what is important in this world, and with it our 

direc�on of life. May we place ourselves in the right Book. 

Halachos of Elul  
 

By Rabbi Yochanan Eskenazi 
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Mazel Tov To: 
 

 

Yaakov & Nava Greenfield (Zinberg)and their families on their recent mar-

riage! 
 

Dr. and Dr. Dovid  Friedman on the birth of their granddaughter to Yechiel 

and Michal Cherrick!  Mazel Tov to the great-grandparents, our esteemed 

board member Dr. and Dr. Jay Rosenblum!  

 

The Kiddush will be held this week at the Friedman's, 201 Mee�ng House 

Lane, beginning at 10:45am.  

Annual Pre-Rosh Hashanah Evening of Inspira�on 

Save the Date: Annual Pre-Rosh Hashanah Evening of Inspira�on-  

At the Kollel- For men and women 
 

Wednesday evening, September 9th, 8:30 PM 
 

This year's guest speaker: 
 

Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss shlit”a 

Rav Agudas Yisroel of Staten Island 
 

 

HaRav Moshe Meir Weiss, Rav of Agudas Yisroel of Staten Island for the last 33 

years, was privileged to be a close musmach and student of Harav Moshe Fein-

stein, zt"l for over a decade. Rabbi Weiss is a very familiar name in the Ortho-

dox media and has inspired thousands of people around the world through his 

dynamic shiurim, radio shows, teleconferences and magazine ar�cles since the 

1980's. He delivers two Daf Yomi shiurim daily and has over 5000 archived 

shiurim hosted on the Kol Haloshon global teleconferencing system. Rabbi 

Weiss packs his day with teaching Torah, reaching men, women and children 

in New York and around the globe. 

Rosh Hashanah.  However, in years that Rosh Hashanah falls out 

on either a Monday or Tuesday, they begin reci�ng the slichos 

two Sundays before Rosh Hashanah (Rama 581:1), in order that 

there should be at least 4 days of reci�ng slichos preceding Rosh 

Hashanah.  One reason is, we are compared to a korbon 

(sacrifice) which requires four days of checking for blemishes be-

fore being offered.  Another reason is, there is a custom to fast 

every day of the Aseres Yemei Teshuva (Ten Days of Repentance).  

On four of these ten days it is prohibited to fast [two days Rosh 

Hashanah, Shabbos Shuva and Erev Yom Kippur].  Therefore we 

have at least 4 days of slichos to compensate for those days.  We 

always start on Sunday, in order there is a “set” day to start 

(Mishneh Berurah 581:6). 

One may not recite slichos at night before chatzos halaiylah 

(midnight) [except for on Yom Kippur] (Mishneh Berurah 565:12).  

The Shulchan Aruch [581:1] writes that the ideal �me to recite 

slichos is during the last three [halachic] hours of the night, since 

then it is an eis ratzon (auspicious �me) (Mishneh Berurah 581: 

introduc�on).  Any �me aAer chatzos is considered a preferable 

�me (Igros Moshe OC 2:105).  The custom of many congrega-

�ons, is to recite slichos aAer it is already day (Aruch Hashulchan 

581:4).  It is important to note, it is preferable to daven slichos in 

the morning together with a minyan than at night without a min-

yan (Koveitz Halachos 2:3). 

The common custom is that women do not recite slichos (Koveitz 

Halachos 2:23), however, many do go to slichos on the first night 

[Motzai Shabbos] (Koveitz Halachos pg. 28).  It is proper to edu-

cate katanim (minors) to recite slichos, though one is not re-

quired to wake them up in the middle of the night to recite them 

(Koveitz Halachos 2:22).  An avel (mourner) [who is siTng shivah] 

may not go to shul to recite slichos, except on Erev Rosh Hasha-

nah (Rama 581:1).  In a beis avel, it is permi�ed to recite slichos 

with viduy and tachanun (Koveitz Halachos 2:25). 

If one is davening without a minyan he may recite slichos, howev-

er he must skip the Yud Gimmel middos (13 A�ributes of Mercy) 

and the parts that are Aramaic (Mishneh Berurah 581:14).  Fur-

thermore, an individual does not need to recite Ashrei before slichos 

(Koveitz Halachos 1:17). 
 

The sha’laich tzibbur should don a tallis while reci�ng slichos 

(Mishneh Berurah 581:6). If there is no tallis available, he may lead 

slichos without a tallis (Mateh Ephraim 581:15, Koveitz Halachos 

2:12).  If one is davening slichos before alos hashachar (dawn), it is 

ques�onable whether one may recite a brachah on the tallis that 

early.  Therefore, one should use someone else’s tallis, in order that 

he does not require reci�ng a brachah.  If that is not an op�on, one 

should use his own tallis without reci�ng a brachah, and aAer alos 

hashachar he should move it around and recite a brachah (Shaar 

Hatziyon 581:5). 
 

One must recite birchas hatorah before reci�ng slichos (Mishneh 

Berurah 46:27).  Even if one arrived late, and if by saying birchas ha-

torah he will inevitably missing even more of slichos, he must recite 

birchas hatorah first (Koveitz Halachos 2:7). 
 

As a general rule, it is preferable to say a li�le with kavanah 

(concentra�on) than to say a lot without kavanah (Shulchan Aruch 

1:4).  Therefore, someone who finds it difficult to keep up with the 

pace of the congrega�on may say less slichos “properly” and skip 

other parts (Koveitz Halachos 2:8).  In this circumstance, it is prefera-

ble to recite a whole slicha than to recite parts of mul�ple slichos 

(Koveitz Halachos 2:fn. 8).  Even if one is skipping some of the 

slichos, one must recite the Yud Gimmel middos together with the 

congrega�on (Koveitz Halachos 2:8).  If one is in the middle of re-

ci�ng a slicha when the congrega�on reaches the Yud Gimmel 

middos, he should skip to the Yud Gimmel middos and say it together 

with the congrega�on (Koveitz Halachos 2:20).  If one is reci�ng 

slichos and the congrega�on is reci�ng tachanun, he should skip to 

tachanun and does not have to make up what he skipped (Koveitz 

Halachos 2:34). If one who arrived late to shul, it is preferable to 

begin slichos at the slicha that the congrega�on is in the middle of 

reci�ng (Koveitz Halachos 2:9 & fn. 10). If he prefers to start at the 

beginning, he may (Koveitz Halachos 2:fn. 10). 
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Friday, August 28:  

7:21 p.m.: Candle Ligh�ng 

7:39 p.m.: Shkiya/sunset 

Shabbos, August 29:   

8:15 a.m.:  Shacharis  

9:07/ 9:43 a.m.: Latest Krias Shema 

Kiddush this week is sponsored by 

Lomdei Hadaf in honor of the  

Siyum on Nedarim!  

Ramban Shiur by Rabbi Eskenazi 

6:00 p.m.: Mincha 

7:48 p.m.: Shkiya/ Sunset 

8:32 p.m.: Ma’ariv.  

8:49 p.m.: 72 minutes 


