
 

 

As we get closer to Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur some 

of us get really nervous wondering how we will make it on 

Rosh Hashanah, while others prefer not to think about it. 

Fortunately, and not coincidently, this week’s Parsha con-

tains words of comfort and encouragement that can direct 

us in the right course in our prepara#on for the High Holi-

days. There are two verses that inspire a fresh approach.  

 

In the first verse (26:16) Moshe tells the Jewish Na#on, 

“This day, Hashem, your G-d, commands you to perform…” 

Rashi explains that “This day,” conveys that “each day [the 

commandment] should be new in your eyes as if you were 

commanded that day.” Similarly we find later in the Parsha 

Rashi comments on the verse (27:9) “This day you have 

become a people,” that “everyday [the commandments] 

shall be in your eyes as if you had entered the covenant 

that day.” The commentaries explain that both verses 

teach us that our covenant and the commandments should 

not become rou#ne.  

 

Perhaps we can add a new perspec#ve to the above, based 

on what can be accomplished with Teshuva, repentance. 

Rabbi Meir Belsky shlit”a in his Sefer “Citadel and Tower” 

quotes a Yalkut Shimoni (Bamidbar 29:1) which states: 

“Says R’Tachlifa Kisiri, by all other sacrifices the verse 

writes “and you have offered,” whereas here (by the sacri-

fices of Rosh Hashanah) it is wri>en “and you shall 

make…” [Why is this so?] Says The Holy One Blessed He, 

“Since you have come before Me today and you have been 

acqui>ed, consider it as if ‘today’ you were made - as if 

today you were formed a new crea#on…” From this Yalkut 

we can infer that if Teshuva accomplished the recrea#on of 

a person, it would also mean that he received all the com-

mandments anew that day. Therefore instead of looking 

back at the year with an aCtude of resigna#on, it is be>er 

to harness the power of Teshuva, become a new person 

With the approaching Yomim Norayim thoughts of doing 

a proper teshuva (repentance) are at the front of many 

people’s minds.  Many #mes we sin and regret our choic-

es; we truly want to do teshuva, but are not aware of 

how to properly accomplish this. 

 

Teshuva is a mitzvas asei me’doraisa (Biblical command-
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with a fresh set of commandments. Addi#onally, Teshuva 

is possible everyday as we strive to be be>er people. This 

can be an alterna#ve approach to the concept that “each 

day [the commandment] should be new in your eyes as if 

you were commanded that day.”   

 

But we ask ourselves how can genuine repentance be 

accomplished? G-d may be willing to forgive us, but what 

of all the people we’ve wronged that we don’t even know 

about or we are too embarrassed to approach? Aren’t we 

told that if we haven’t received forgiveness from our fel-

low even repentance of Yom Kippur won’t help us? 

 

The answer lies in a very encouraging Meshech Chochma 

at the end of this week’s Parsha. AFer describing the ini-

#al effort required from the Jewish People to vanquish 

Amalek, with the proper trust, G-d will assist us. The 

Meshech Chochma goes on to say that this procedure is 

also applicable in regards to our ba>le with the Yetzer 

Horah and repen#ng. If one makes sincere ini#al effort 

towards repentance, Hashem will help us with the rest. 

He will even place the thought in the minds of our friends 

to forgive us.  May we make that ini#al effort and may 

Hashem bless us with His assistance, so that we achieve 

true Teshuva. 

Laws of Appeasing  

Another Jew     Part 1  
 

By Rabbi Yochanan Eskenazi 

Menucha Vesimcha has been dedicated by Kutest Kids Early Interven�on Services. 

Contact Malky Adlerstein for more informa�on at: Phone: 610-227-0388  

Email: madlerstein@gmail.com - Web: www.kutestkids.com 

Providing Services in: Philadelphia, Montgomery, Bucks, Delaware, Chester, and Berks Coun#es. 



 

 

Mazel Tov To: 

Steve & Denise Gorlechen and family on Eric’s engagement to Deena Levine of Far 

Rockaway, New York! 

Ira and Naomi Sved upon their daughter Tali’s engagement to Aryeh S�efel of 

Teaneck, New Jersey! Mazel Tov to the grandmother, Mrs. Be5y Sved! 

Chaim and Shevy Ziemba on the birth of their daughter, Yehudis! 

Dorit Ma�tyahu on the birth of a grandson born to her children Avi and Rachel 

Berliner! 

Condolences To: 

Rabbi Yehuda Nosenchuk and family on the passing of his father, Mr. Erwin Nos-

enchuk. 

 

Annual Pre-Rosh Hashanah Evening of Inspira�on 

This Wednesday: Annual Pre-Rosh Hashanah Evening of Inspira#on-  

At the Kollel- For men and women 
 

This Wednesday evening, September 9th, 8:30 PM 
 

This year's guest speaker: 
 

Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss shlit”a 

Rav Agudas Yisroel of Staten Island 
 

 

HaRav Moshe Meir Weiss, Rav of Agudas Yisroel of Staten Island for the last 33 

years, was privileged to be a close musmach and student of Harav Moshe Fein-

stein, zt"l for over a decade. Rabbi Weiss is a very familiar name in the Ortho-

dox media and has inspired thousands of people around the world through his 

dynamic shiurim, radio shows, teleconferences and magazine ar#cles since the 

1980's. He delivers two Daf Yomi shiurim daily and has over 5000 archived 

shiurim hosted on the Kol Haloshon global teleconferencing system. Rabbi 

Weiss packs his day with teaching Torah, reaching men, women and children 

ment). The Torah [Bamidbar 5:7] says “V’hisvadoo es cha-

tosum asher asu” (and they shall confess their sin which 

they commi>ed).  It is important to keep in mind, just as 

with other mitzvos the only way to keep it properly is to 

know the halachos of the mitzvah [e.g. it is impossible to 

properly keep the mitzvah of Shabbos without the 

knowledge of Hilchos Shabbos (See Introduc#on to Mish-

neh Berurah vol. 3)], the same holds true regarding the 

mitzvah of teshuva. 

 

The Rambam [Hilchos Teshuva 2:7] writes that even 

though there is a mitzvah to do teshuva each day of the 

year, on Yom Kippur one is required to do teshuva.  There-

fore, if one did not do teshuva on Yom Kippur, he has vio-

lated a mitzvas asei (see also Sefer Hachinuch 364). 

 

The Mishnah [Yoma 85b] teaches that Yom Kippur atones 

for sins between man and Hashem, however not sins 

against one's fellow man.  Therefore, one who wronged 

someone is obligated to appease him (Shulchan Aruch 

606:1). 

 

It is important to note, if someone wronged another per-

son, in addi#on to viola#ng a mitzvah of bein adam 

l’chaveiro (interpersonal rela#onships), one has also vio-

lated a mitzvas bein adam l’makom (between man and G-

d).  Therefore, even if one appeased the other person, 

one is s#ll obligated to repent on the bein adam l’makom 

aspect of the aveira (Rambam Hilchos Teshuva 1:1, Shaarei 

Teshuva 1:45 & Shulchan Aruch 606:2). 

 

One is only obligated to appease his fellow man if one 

caused damage to him (Sefer Chafetz Chaim, Lashon Hara 

4:12 quo#ng Shaarei Teshuva 207).  For instance, if one said 

something insul#ng about someone, however, it was not in 

front of him [and therefore he was not insulted], nor did it 

lead to any damage, etc. he would not need to ask for-

giveness.    

If one did cause harm to someone, even if that person did 

not know about it, one is obligated to ask for forgiveness 

(Sefer Chafetz Chaim 4:12).  Therefore, if someone said re-

chilus about someone (conveying informa#on to an individu-

al regarding what another had said about him, even if it is 

true), if he sees the listener believes him, one is required to 

ask forgiveness from whom he spoke about, since this most 

probably resulted in some form of damage etc. (Sefer 

Chafetz Chaim 2:4: BM”C 4). 

 

If one wronged a katan (minor) the custom is to ask for-

giveness.  Addi#onally, when the katan reaches adulthood 

(13 year old boy or 12 year old girl), one is obligated to ask 

him again, since a minor’s forgiveness, is not a halachically 

binding (Koveitz Halachos [Piskei Harav Shmuel Kamenetsky, 

shlit”a] 25:17). 
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Friday, August 28:  

7:10 p.m.: Candle Ligh#ng 

7:28 p.m.: Shkiya/sunset 

Shabbos, August 29:   

8:15 a.m.:  Shacharis  

9:09/ 9:45 a.m.: Latest Krias Shema 

Kiddush this week is sponsored by 

Rabbi Yakir and Lea Shechter in 

honor of the birth of their daugh-

ter, Esther Chana! 

Ramban Shiur by Rabbi Eskenazi 

6:00 p.m.: Mincha 

7:26 p.m.: Shkiya/ Sunset 

8:38 p.m.: Ma’ariv.  


