
  The Nesivos Shalom asks - when Avraham was 
informed of the future exiles of his descendants at the 
“Bris Bein Habesarim,” why did he not pray to prevent 
these exiles from ever occurring? Avraham had pleaded 
on behalf of Sodom. He surely could, and perhaps should, 
have done the same for his own children!? Additionally, 
why would Hashem reveal to Avraham exiles that 
came as punishment for the Nation’s sins prior to them 
ever sinning? And nally, where does the 
Egyptian exile t in the big picture? Seventy 
righteous people descended to Egypt, not 
sinners!?
 The answer can be found in the 
reasoning behind the ten plagues. The 
Talmud tells us, as we read in the Haggada, 
that Rabbi Yehuda placed the plagues into 
three groups, representing:  1. beneath 
the earth, 2. above the earth, and 3. the 
heavens, re ecting Hashem’s sovereignty 
over them all. This was because the goal of 
the ten plagues was to imbue the people 
with deep belief in their Creator. This is why we nd at 
the beginning of each group expressions of “knowledge 
of Hashem,” for the plagues which spanned all of the 
physical earth and the heavens imprinted the Jewish 
nation with true “emunah,” belief, in Hashem.
 This focus on emunah began with the onset of 
Egyptian exile. The Medrash tells us that in the beginning 
of creation there are hints to future exiles, teaching us 
that exile is part of nature itself! The explanation for this 
is found in the reasoning behind the purpose of creation. 
The Mesilas Yesharim famously teaches us that ultimate 
joy is found in our getting closer to Hashem.  In order 
for the Jewish People to strive, appreciate, and earn 
that closeness, G-d created the natural reality of exile.  
As the gemara in tractate Chagiga states: “Rav Bardela 
bar Tavyomi said in the name of Rav: ‘Anyone who is 
not subject to hester panim concealment of the Face of 
Hashem, is not one of the Children of Israel.’”  Like the 
four seasons, expressions of the hidden “face” of Hashem 

are a expected seasonal part of the Jewish Nation’s 
existence. These are the opportunities to forge a close 
relationship with Him.
 However a pressing difficulty remains. How is it 
possible that Hashem placed His people into a situation 
where they would clearly be compelled to sin? Was it 
not a given that the Jews in Egypt would descend to the 
lowest levels of impurity?

 The answer that the Nesivos 
Shalom gives, based on various sources, 
is surprising but revealing. The ultimate 
purpose of exile is not to bring repentance 
for our sins. Rather, it is there to cleanse our 
soul and shape it into a proper receptacle 
for a closer relationship with Hashem. It is 
our desire to remain close with Him even 
in the most trying of situations that is the 
deciding factor, between redemption or 
not, as was the case in Egypt. The mitzvos 
direct and cultivate our relationship under 
normal circumstances. But another normal 

is a creation called “exile” with its seemingly unfortunate 
trials and tribulation.  Exile tests the Jewish nation’s very 
existence, yet serves to bring us closer despite the “sin” 
price tag. In the Egyptian exile, those who clung to their 
belief in Hashem were redeemed. The prophet, Chavakuk 
tells us that “Tzaddik b’emunaso yichye,” the righteous will 
merit life through their belief in Hashem, and that will 
be the deciding factor for the ultimate redemption. With 
this clearer understanding of exile, we can understand 
why Avraham did not pray that Hashem not test the 
B’nei Yisrael with exile.  Avraham understood that exile 
was not punishment, rather the means to achieve that 
great spiritual “wealth,” closeness to G-d, when leaving 
Egypt. And those opportunities were destined to repeat 
itself through each one of the exiles.
 May we internalize this timeless lesson, and keep 
our belief strong despite these trying times, to merit the 
redemption speedily in our day.

The Shulchan Aruch (113:1) says 
that certain food items that are 
cooked by a non-Jew are forbidden 
to be eaten, even if the food is totally 
kosher. This prohibition is rabbinic 
and is known as the issur of bishul 
akum. There is a disagreement about 
why the prohibition of bishul akum 
was instituted. The main reason that 
is accepted by the poskim is that of 
chasnus, i.e. Chazal feared that sharing 
signi cant meals with non-Jews may 
eventually lead to intermarriage. Rashi 
in the Gemara mentions an additional 
reason that bishul akum is forbidden 
because “shema yoichal davar tamei” 
(that eventually something non-kosher 
will end up in the food and the Jew will 
eat it).

Not all food items are included in the 
prohibition. Only foods that ful ll the 
following two conditions are affected: 
(1) The food is not eaten raw (aino 
ne’echal kmoi shehu chai), and (2) is t 
to go on a king’s table (oileh al shulchan 
melachim). So, for example, if a non-
Jew made an apple strudel using only 
kosher ingredients, one could eat this 
because apples can and are eaten raw.

The prohibition applies even if the non-
Jew used the keilim (utensils) of the 
Jew. It also applies even if the non-Jew 
made the food in the Jew’s house (We 
will have to see later how the halacha 
deals with food cooked by non-Jewish 
helpers in a Jewish household).
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What kind of food dishes does the issur apply to? The 
Shulchan Aruch’s exact words are foods that are “oileh 
al shulchan melachim lelafes bo es hapas” (foods that are 

t for a king’s banquet to accompany the bread). We 
interpret the Shulchan Aruch to mean “a lu lelafes bo 
es hapas” (even to accompany the bread). This means 
that foods that are eaten on their own e.g. chicken, beef, 
are forbidden. Not only that, but even foods that are 
eaten only together with bread (such as certain types 
of salty sh) are also forbidden. We might have thought 
that since they are secondary to the bread, they are not 
important enough to be forbidden.

The Shulchan Aruch also says that a “parperes” is also 
included in the prohibition of bishul akum. We interpret 
parperes as either an appetizer or a dessert. The Gemara 
makes no explicit mention of this when dealing with the 
laws of bishul akum, and for this reason the Pri Chodosh 
disagrees. However, the Rambam mentions it and the 
Shulchan Aruch paskens like him. The meforshim believe 
that the Rambam got this halacha from the Gemara in 
Avodah Zara (38a) which tells the story of a non-Jew that 
set a eld on re. After the re was over, they found some 
grasshoppers that had been roasted by it (the Torah 
says that certain species of grasshoppers are kosher). 
The Gemara goes into the question  whether these 
grasshoppers are forbidden because of bishul akum. 
Grasshoppers were normally a parperes, not a main dish, 
so the Rambam likely got his halacha from this Gemara.

[cont. from front]

364 Montgomery Avenue, Merion Station, PA 19066 
P 610.668.9557   —   F 610.668.9558  —    E office@phillykollel.org    —   W www.phillykollel.org

Michoel and Rivka Dear on the birth of a son. 
Mazel tov to proud grandparents, Rabbi Josh 

and Michele Levy. The Shalom Zachor will 
take place this Friday night at the home of 

the Levy’s, 304 Llandrillo, beginning at 8 p.m.

Rabbi Moshe Yosef and Miriam Baila Spiegel 
on the bris of their son, Avi.

Leon and Malkie Schwartz 
on the birth of a grandson, 

born to Yoni and Elisheva Schwartz.

Friday, January 11: 
4:39    Candle Lighting
4:57 Shkiya/sunset

Shabbos, January 12:  
8:15 Shacharis 
9:09 /9:45 Latest Krias Shema

Kiddush this week has been 
sponsored by the Kollel 

IN HONOR OF THE YUNGELEIT, 
who make the Kollel 

a vibrant makom Torah

 Ramban Shiur by Rabbi Eskenazi
4:18 Mincha
4:58 Shkiya/Sunset
5:53 Ma’ariv 
6:10 72 minutes
6:30PM                                                         Masmid
9:00 Rabbi Reisman’s Shiur

To  receive
Menucha Vesimcha by weekly email

or to dedicate/sponsor an issue
menuchavesimcha@phillykollel.org

Thank you for making 
the KOLLEL’S 17TH ANNUAL DINNER 

a most memorable and enjoyable 
one. We are grateful to the over 
400 people who attended and 

contributed to the electrifying and 
uplifting atmosphere.

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE 
MADE THIS CAMPAIGN A MOST 

EXTRAORDINARY ONE. THE 
TREMENDOUS SUCCESS IS A TRIBUTE TO 

OUR HONOREES. WE THANK ALL WHO 
HAVE CONTRIBUTED, ESPECIALLY THE 

DEDICATED DINNER COMMITTEE. 

VISIT PHILLYKOLLEL.ORG FOR 
PICTURES AND VIDEOS

This Week’s Masmid Program is 
sponsored in memory of

Mr. Ed Berkowitz z”l, by his family.

Next KESHER Session
Sunday, January 28th

 What are two Kal V’Chomers associated 
with this week’s parsha?

A Jew once came to the Kotzker Rebbe with a personal request. “I suffer from pride. I would like to know how to rid myself of this undesirable trait,” he said. 
The Rebbe told him to sit down and wait.
The Rebbe’s shammash showed in the next person. The Rebbe nodded to him and he sat down. “Rebbe, I have a daughter to marry but I have no means. I am a poor man.”  The 
Rebbe turned to the man sitting down an told him to give the poor man a generous donation to marry off his daughter. “But, Rebbe, I don’t have an extra penny myself!” he replied.
The Rebbe took care of that man and told his shammash to send the next person in. This time a Jew came in with  a complex halachic problem. The Rebbe turned to the Jew who 
sat nearby and said, “Why don’t you answer him?” The Jew shrugged his shoulders helplessly. “But I never learned that. How can I give an answer?”
The Rebbe answered the question. Soon he was ready for the next person. This time a Jew entered asking the Rebbe for some business advice. The Rebbe turned again to the man 
sitting close at hand and said, “Perhaps you can give astute advice?”  The man shook his head, “I have no talent for business, “he confessed.
The Rebbe dealt with too and dismissed him. Then he turned to the overly proud man and said, “I do not understand. You have no money, 
no learning, and no business acumen and still you boast . What, pray tell, do you 
have to boast about?!”  


