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By Rabbi Shimon Frank

Parshas Vayeilech/Shabbos Shuva

There are two vessels in the Mishkan and Beis HaMikdash that have a requirement of tamid always, the Shulchan (Table) and the Menora. Concerning the Shulchan the Torah says, “And
you shall place the Lechem HaPanim (Showbread) on the Shulchan before Me, tamid” (25:30).
With regard to the Menora it says, “[They should take oil] to kindle a light tamid” (27:20). Rashi
(Chagiga 26b, Shmos 27:20) explains that although the word tamid is used in both contexts, it
has two distinct meanings: constant and consistent. The mitzva of the Shulchan was to
constantly hold the Lechem HaPanim while the Menora did not need to be continuously alight.
Its mitzva was to be kindled every evening - consistently. Similarly, the Korban Tamid - daily
burnt sacrifice, was offered twice daily, not every moment.
With this, Rashi resolves a difficulty with a Gemara in Chagiga. During the Yamim Tovim, there
were many visitors to the Beis HaMikdash. Some of them were unlearned and not familiar with
the laws of purity. There was a concern that one of these people might touch one of the vessels
in the Beis HaMikdash, rendering it tamai - ritually impure. The last Mishna in Chagiga says that
a warning was issued: “Be careful to avoid touching the Shulchan.” Unlike all other vessels, the
Shulchan could not be removed from the Beis HaMikdash and immersed should it become
tamai, as that would disrupt its continuity. Consequently, it warranted extra concern.
The Gemara (26b) explains that the Mishna did not mention a warning for the Menora because it
does not say tamid by the Menora and there would be no issue with removing it temporarily.
The obvious difficulty with this is that the Torah clearly does say tamid with regards to the
Menora! Shouldn’t the Mishna be concerned for the Menora too? In light of the above, Rashi
explains that although the Torah does say tamid by the Menora just as by the Shulchan, it
connotes a different kind of “always.” The Menora could be removed and immersed without
disrupting its consistency, as long as it would be returned for the evening lighting.
The Gemara in Bava Basra (25b) says, “One who wants to become wise should face southward
[when davening] and one who wants to become wealthy should face northward.” The Gemara
adds a mnemonic: “The Shulchan is in the north and the Menora in the south.” This refers to the
placement of these vessels in the inner chamber of the Beis HaMikdash. (See Mishna Berura
94:12 that one’s body should be turned in the same direction as the congregation and just his
face turned in the desired direction.) This idea demonstrates that the Shulchan represents
parnasa and wealth, while the Menora symbolizes Torah and wisdom. Perhaps with this
symbolism we can gain a deeper understanding for the variance in the mitzvos of these two
vessels.
The necessity of parnasa is ubiquitous - ever-present and unchanging, and not specific to any
day. There is no daily mitzva to exert effort toward parnasa. It is a result-oriented endeavor;
nothing matters other than having bread on the table. Accordingly, the mitzva of the Lechem
HaPanim was a constant mitzva, to be placed on the Shulchan and left there perpetually. (Every
week they would be exchanged for a fresh set of Lechem HaPanim.)
With Torah, in contrast, the obligation is delineated by days. Chazal say, “Each day the Torah
should be like new in your eyes, as if it was given to you today from Sinai” (Rashi Devorim 26:16
and Tanchuma Ki Savo 1). Each day requires one to engage in Torah and spirituality and each
day demands its own unique spiritual growth. Each day we kindle the light of Torah with new
gusto, reaching for new spiritual heights. On some days it may go more easily and on some a
little less, but the effort invested each day is important even if it yields minimal returns. Small
accomplishments build on each other with every successive day.
This Shabbos is Parshas Zachor, when we recount and remind ourselves of our historic
altercation with the nation of Amalek. We remember not just the battle but also the
circumstances that led to the attack. “Amalek came and waged war with the Jewish nation at
Rephidim” (Shmos 17:8). Chazal explain that the name Rephidim is a contraction of “Rafu
yedeihem min hatorah,” they relaxed their efforts in Torah (Bechoros 5b, Sanhedrin 106a). They
may have still been engaged in Torah but in a weaker and less energetic fashion. Such an
attitude makes one susceptible to an attack from Amalek.
Let us learn from this to constantly keep our spiritual engines on full throttle, consistently
growing with each new day.
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כי קרוב אליך הדבר
מאד בפיך ובלבבך
לעשותו

“RATHER, THE MATTER IS
VERY NEAR TO YOU, IN
YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR
HEART TO PERFORM IT”
(DEVARIM 30:14)

According
to
some
Rishonim, this pasuk is
referring to the mitzvah
of doing teshuvah.
Three
aspects
of
teshuvah are hinted to
here. “In your mouth”
corresponds to Vidui
(confession). “In your
heart” corresponds to
Charatahremorse.
Finally, “to perform it”
corresponds
to
the
actions
involved
in
repentance.
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This is a great lesson for us, especially for Shabbos
Shuva, the Shabbos before Yom Kippur. We turn
to Hashem and say I’m sorry for not keeping your
Torah, I’m sorry for not keeping all the mitzvos,
perhaps even for not doing all the details of the
mitzvah with the proper simcha and/or Kavanah.
This week’s Parsha teaches us why it is necessary
to get as close as possible to the Torah, and take
ownership of it. By doing so and we will have a
better appreciation of what the Torah says, and
feel obliged to perform the mitzvohs as much as

possible - and teach it to the next generation. If
we can take this message with us to Yom
Kippur and turn to Hashem and say with
conviction that we want to be better this year
and we want to keep all the mitzvos properly –
Hashem will see our intentions, He will see the
direction that we want to go in, then 'בעזרת ה
He will write us all down with a חתימה טובה.

